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City Manager’s Office 

35 Church Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order - 4:00 P.M.  

 

2. Public Matters not on the Agenda - This is an opportunity for the public to comment on items 

that are not on the Committee agenda. Please come to the podium to speak and give your name 

for the record. State law prohibits the Committee from taking action on non-agenda items and 

from discussing them. The only things the Committee can legally do are direct staff to respond to 

a question which has a quick answer, refer the issue to staff for further review, or agree to place 

the issue on a future agenda. A one time five-minute time limit per speaker is enforced.  

 

3. Review of existing municipal code pertaining to sewer billing– Provide staff direction.* 

 

4. Adjournment  
 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a 

disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact City Hall 

staff at (209) 267-5647 or (209) 267-0639 (fax). 

 

*- Attachment 

 

 

Councilmembers: Swift & Peters 
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Title 14 - WATER AND SEWAGE  

Chapters:  

Sections:  

 

14.04.010 - Definitions.  

When used in this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings herein ascribed to them:  

A. The foreman of the maintenance department of the city shall be the superintendent of sewers.  

B. "Sewer" or "public sewer" as used in this chapter means sanitary and not stormwater drains.  

C. "Superintendent" when used herein, refers to the superintendent of sewers. 

(Ord. 184 §1, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.020 - Sewer connection mandatory.  

It is unlawful for the owner or lessee of any lot or parcel of land situated within the limits of the city, 
which lot or parcel has thereon a building or buildings equipped with any plumbing fixture or fixtures, to 
neglect, fail or refuse to have any such buildings connected with the city's sewer system so that the 
drainage from each and every such plumbing fixture shall flow into said sewer; provided, that there is 
such a sewer in the street, alley or right-of-way near such lot or parcel of land and not more than two 
hundred feet from such building or from the end of a sewer extending from such building.  

(Ord. 184 §2, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.030 - Cesspool or septic tank prohibited when.  

It is unlawful for any person or persons to maintain on any property within the city any privy or water 
closet from which excrement falls into a vault or drains into a cesspool or septic tank, or to allow the 
drainage of any plumbing fixture situated in any building in the city to flow into a cesspool or septic tank; 
and the owner or owners or lessee or lessees of any lot or parcel of land within this city, upon which there 
is maintained a water closet or privy from which excrement falls into an open vault or septic tank, shall 
immediately cause such vault to be filled to the ground level with earth.  

(Ord. 184 §3, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.040 - Sewer connection—Application.  

Any person desiring to make a connection to the sewer line of the city or to a private sewer line 
which connects with the sewer line of the city must first make an application with the city clerk and receive 
a permit therefor.  

(Ord. 184 §4 (part), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.050 - Sewer connection—Requirements—Fees.  
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A. Every new wastewater or sewage generating facility in the city shall be connected to the city sewer 
system, unless otherwise exempted in this chapter.  

B. Every parcel controlled by one owner shall provide a service from that parcel to the city sewer line. 
The city shall not be responsible for any construction, repair or maintenance for any sewer line other 
than the city's sewer lines unless damaged by the city. The city sewer line shall either be on city 
property or on an easement which has been acquired by the city.  

C. Each apartment in an apartment house, each separate housing unit in a townhouse or condominium, 
each mobile home within a mobile home park, shall be considered as a separate dwelling unit. The 
purpose of this subsection is to provide that in the event more than one dwelling unit is discharging 
waste through the same connection to the city sewer system, there shall be an additional connection 
and service fee for each such dwelling unit.  

D. The fee for right of service paid to the city for each connection made to the city sewer line shall be 
determined from time to time by the city by resolution and is assessed for the privilege of using the 
city's sewer facilities.  

(Ord. 184 §4 (part), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.060 - Sewer connection—Owner's responsibility.  

A. Connections shall be made by the owner at his sole cost and expense and only after approval of 
application for connection has been granted by the superintendent and the sum or sums required to 
be paid for connection to the city sewer line have been deposited with the city.  

B. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner requesting a sewer connection to bring his sewer 
line to the property line adjacent to the city sewer main where the connection is to be made. Such 
line must be of a material and of type and size approved by the superintendent, a minimum four 
inches in diameter. The pipe shall be laid as required and directed by the superintendent and it shall 
not be used or covered until it is inspected by the superintendent and authorization given for 
covering.  

C. Where there is no city sewer main adjacent to the property line, then it shall be the responsibility of 
the property owner to extend the sewer line to the city sewer main in accordance with city standards.  

(Ord. 184 §4 (part), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.070 - Sewer connection—Sites—Inspection.  

Upon payment of the applicable Title 14 fees, the superintendent shall designate the location of any 
and all sewer connection sites before the necessary permits are issued, and all connections or changes 
in existing connections shall be inspected by the superintendent before the same are covered.  

(Ord. 184 §4 (part), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.080 - Extension—Application.  

Any person desiring an extension of the sewer main facilities of the city must make application to the 
city clerk requesting that the sewer main facilities be extended and shall file with the city clerk plans and 
specifications setting forth the manner in which the sewer main facilities are proposed to be constructed 
and extended. The sewer main facilities may be extended by the applicant upon approval by the city 
superintendent, and in accordance with any conditions required by the city upon the issuance of a permit.  

(Ord. 184 §5(A), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 
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14.04.090 - Extension—Reimbursement—When.  

In the event the city council determines that properties other than the property of the person 
constructing the sewer facilities shall benefit from the construction, the city may enter into an appropriate 
reimbursement agreement with the person constructing the sewer line. Said agreement may provide that 
the city may, at the city's option, endeavor to collect by way of connection charges and reimburse such 
person such portion of the construction costs of said sewer line facilities that the city determines is 
equitable and may be practicably collected from property owners thereafter connecting to said sewer line.  

(Ord. 184 §5(B), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.100 - Extension—Reimbursement—Assignable.  

Any reimbursement agreement with the developer shall be authorized by the council in the same 
manner as other contracts. Such reimbursement agreement and the rights therein granted shall be 
assignable by the person constructing such sewer line in the first instance.  

(Ord. 184 §5(C), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.110 - Extension—Reimbursement—Termination.  

All rights for reimbursement under any reimbursement agreement shall terminate not later than the 
twentieth anniversary of the date of the agreement, and the city shall thereafter retain any fees charged 
for connection to the system.  

(Ord. 184 §5(D), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.120 - Extension—Area benefited to be mapped.  

The area to be benefited shall be determined by the city council and a map designating the area to 
be benefited shall be attached to all reimbursement agreements.  

(Ord. 184 §5(E), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.130 - Extension—Allocation of construction costs.  

The determination of benefits may be based either on area, front-foot charges or any other method 
determined to be equitable by the city council. Appropriate allocations of construction costs shall be 
based upon the benefits to be derived from each parcel of property. The determinations of benefit and 
allocation of cost by the city council shall be final and conclusive.  

(Ord. 184 §5(F), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.140 - Extension—Charge—Engineering and administration costs.  

There shall be a five percent deposit charge for plan check inspection, and administration costs and 
any and all costs incurred by the city, that is five percent deposit of the total cost of the extension. This 
shall be paid by the applicant prior to the time any work has been commenced on any extension to the 
sewer system.  

(Ord. 184 §5(G), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 
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14.04.150 - Extension—Charges—Additional.  

All charges to be made pursuant to sections 14.04.080 through 14.04.160 of this chapter shall be in 
addition to any other fees or charges required by this chapter and shall be paid prior to acceptance by the 
city of any extension.  

(Ord. 184 §5(H), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.160 - Extension—Cost of construction.  

The applicant shall pay all of the initial costs of constructing an addition to the sewer line as required 
by this section. The parties within the area that will benefit from the addition to the sewer line shall pay 
their proportionate share of the cost prior to the issuance of a permit allowing connection to the extension 
of the sewer line.  

(Ord. 184 §5(I), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.170 - Users outside city limits—Request to use sewer system.  

If there be a request from any one or more persons or government agencies outside of the city to 
use the sewer system of the city, the city council shall consider each such request upon its own merits. 
Any determination made by the city council with respect to any requests shall in no way be binding upon 
the city with respect to any other requests.  

(Ord. 184 §6(A), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.180 - Users outside city limits—General regulations.  

If the city should allow any land outside of the city to connect to the sewer system of the city, then 
the following regulations shall apply:  

A. The sewer lines connecting to the city sewer line shall be constructed by and at the expense of the 
person or persons requesting the sewer service.  

B. Any sewer line constructed shall be constructed according to sound engineering practices and to the 
standards required by the city. The city council shall determine whether the construction is according 
to sound engineering practices and in conformity with requirements.  

C. Any sewer line constructed pursuant to this chapter shall be of sufficient size to provide for future 
constructions and shall be properly engineered to permit minimal maintenance. The adequacy of the 
size shall be determined solely by the city council.  

D. The city shall inspect and observe the installation of any sewer line constructed pursuant to this 
chapter. The person or persons requesting the sewer line shall pay all charges, including overhead, 
to the city for such inspection and observation. This charge shall be paid within ten days after the 
request is made by the city. The city may require a deposit or bond to cover such charges. The 
sewer line will not be accepted by the city until all city charges and liens are cleared.  

E. Any persons or person receiving sewer services as established by this chapter shall pay the city an 
amount equal to that which a person who is a resident of the city would pay for such services. The 
amount of such charge shall be computed each year by the city for each person receiving sewer 
services under the provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. 184 §6(B), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 
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14.04.190 - Users outside city limits—Statement required.  

Any person or persons requesting a sewer service to the city as set forth in this chapter shall file a 
written statement with the city, which said statement shall include the following:  

A. The amount of wastewater flow (both peak and average) from the incoming applicant; 

B. The quality of the wastewater to be treated from the incoming applicant with regard to specific 
components as requested by the city;  

C. Special characteristics for the wastewater to be treated from the incoming applicant; that is, is it toxic 
and liable to cause plant upset or require additional treatment facilities for adequate treatment;  

D. Such other pertinent information as may be necessary to determine how much of the city's total 
remaining capacity at its present treatment plant site will be used by the applicant;  

E. The specific point of connection proposed by the applicant and an analysis of the city's present line 
capacity at the point;  

F. The specific route and alignment of the applicant's proposed line; 

G. Such other information as the city may request. 

(Ord. 184 §6(C), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.200 - Users outside city limits—Agreement to conditions.  

The applicant shall by written agreement agree to comply with any and all conditions established or 
imposed by the city prior to the granting of permission to the applicant to connect to the city sewer line.  

(Ord. 184 §6(D), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.210 - Users outside city limits—Agreement to proposed annexation.  

Any person requesting a sewer service of the city as set forth in this chapter shall file a written 
statement with the city that he shall agree to any future proposed annexation to the city of the land 
receiving sewer services if requested to do so by the city. If any future property owner of the land refuses 
to sign a petition to annex to the city, the sewer service may be terminated by the city by giving the 
property owner thirty days prior written notice that if he does not sign the petition his sewer service will be 
terminated.  

(Ord. 184 §6(E), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.220 - Users outside city limits—Service termination.  

The owner of real property receiving sewer services pursuant to this chapter, failing to comply with 
anything contained in this chapter, may be subjected to the termination of services after thirty days written 
notice to the property owner with respect to the real property outside the city owned by such defaulting 
owner.  

(Ord. 184 §6(F), 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.230 - Storm or drainage water and the introduction of toxic and other harmful wastes into the 

sewer system—Prohibited.  
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It is unlawful for any person to discharge any water, excepting ordinary domestic sewage water only, 
into any of the sewer mains or sewer lines of the city. "Sewage water," within the meaning of this chapter, 
shall be water used in buildings and dwelling houses for domestic purposes. "Drainage" and 
"stormwater," within the meaning of this chapter, include water flowing from the roofs of buildings, creeks, 
springs and from the surface of lands and also includes irrigation water. No person shall discharge or 
cause to be discharged into any public sewer which directly or indirectly connects to the city's sewage 
system, any toxic or other wastes if, in the opinion of the superintendent of public works or other officially 
designated member of the city staff, such waste may have an adverse or harmful effect on sewers, 
maintenance personnel, wastewater water treatment plant personnel or equipment, treatment plant 
effluent quality, public or private property, or may otherwise endanger the public, the local environment or 
create a public nuisance. The superintendent of public works or other officially designated member of the 
city staff shall, in determining the acceptability of specific waste, consider the nature of the matter and 
adequacy and nature of the collection, treatment and disposal system available to accept the waste.  

(Ord. 184 §7, 1975; Ord. 217 §1, 1984; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.240 - Standby charge.  

A. The city council finds that in order to maintain the city sewerage disposal system and provide for 
future development of vacant parcels within the city, there should be charged against all vacant 
parcels within the city a fee.  

B. See Table 14.04.240 for a list of unbuildable lots and residences on septic systems.  

   

TABLE 14.04.240. UNBUILDABLE 

 
APN PROPERTY OWNER LOCATION IMPROVEMENT 

NIC 18-061-004 A roadway; part of Tucker Hill Road County Road Unbuildable 

NIC 18-061-021 Unknown Amador City Road Unbuildable 

 
18-062-001 Donald Hancock, Amador City Road Hanford St./Hwy. 49 Unbuildable 

 
18-121-007 William and Leslie Parsons Spanish Street Unbuildable 

 
18-121-008 Ellis Hartwick Spanish Street Unbuildable 

 
18-121-014 Mother Lode Real Invest. Badger Road Unbuildable 

 
18-152-006 Marea Richards Spanish Street Unbuildable 

 
18-152-042 Marvin and Helena Anderson Badger Road Unbuildable 
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18-152-018 Maurice Boitano Badger Road Unbuildable 

 
18-172-001 Maurice Boitano Badger Road Unbuildable 

 
18-172-016 Ernest Maiatesta Fiefield Street Unbuildable 

 
18-172-017 Aldo Pinotto Spanish Street Unbuildable 

 
18-190-026 Robert and Valena Bryson Eureka Trail Unbuildable 

 
18-201-036 City right-of-way Roadway/Nickerson Unbuildable 

 
18-235-002 Carpenter Highway 49 Unbuildable 

NIC 18-315-019 Sutter Terrace Mobile __________ Unbuildable 

NIC 18-171-028 Anna Street, West of Elm Street __________ Unbuildable 

 
18-343-011 Emergency roadway Mesa De Oro Unbuildable 

NIC 18-220-015 Unknown __________ Unbuildable 

 
18-220-008 Too narrow __________ Unbuildable 

NIC 18-291-001 Between Lorinda and Highway 49 __________ Unbuildable 

 
40-210-002 Alethya Collins SC/Ione Septic 

 
18-151-004 Allan Ferretti Badger Septic 

 
18-220-009 Neal and Sarah Russell Green Stone Ter Septic 

 
18-091-031 James Swift/Kathy Castillo Gopher Flat Septic 

 
18-010-021 Gary Wooten Hwy. 49 Septic 

  

(Ord. 184 §8, 1975; Ord. 257 §1, 1991; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 
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14.04.250 - Rates—Fixed by council resolution.  

A. The rates to be charged persons using or required by law to use the sewer collection and treatment 
system of the city shall be established by ordinance.  

B. The rate to the charged against all vacant parcels within the city shall be established by ordinance.  

C. The ordinance fixing rates to be charged by the city set forth herein shall be based upon City of 
Sutter Creek sewer revenue program in existence at the time of the establishment of said rate.  

(Ord. 184 §11, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993; Ord. 286A §1, 1998) 

14.04.260 - Charges—Billing—Due date.  

All charges shall be billable to the owner of the premises and shall be due and payable monthly at 
City Hall unless another payment schedule or place is ordered by resolution of the city council. Bills shall 
be due on the fifteenth of each month and all charges shall be delinquent on the first day of the calendar 
month following the date the charge is billed. For delinquent payments, a late payment penalty of ten 
percent shall be assessed on each delinquent charge. Interest of one-half of one percent monthly shall be 
charged on the amount of the overdue balance that is not in bona fide dispute plus the assessed penalty. 
Such interest shall be assessed from the date the charge becomes delinquent and shall accrue each 
month, or each fraction of a month, until the charge is paid.  

(Ord. 184 §9, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993; Ord. 301 §1, 2004; Ord. 352 §1, 2014) 

14.04.270 - Charges—Disconnection for nonpayment.  

Any person who fails to pay the sewer service charges as herein levied and assessed within sixty 
days of the time limit prescribed for the payment thereof shall be subjected to having sewer service 
disconnected and thereafter no service which has been disconnected for the nonpayment of sewage 
charges shall be reconnected for the same user until the person shall have paid all delinquent sewage 
service charges owed to the city and a sum which shall be an amount equal to the connection charge 
being collected by the city for a new connection and an amount equal to one full year of monthly 
payments, prior to restoration of service.  

(Ord. 184 §10, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.271 - Rates.  

A. Residential. Each residence or apartment will pay one equivalent single family unit (ESFU). An 
ESFU flow rate (gallons per day) is determined by the average daily amount of water used, during 
the winter months, by all metered residences divided by the number of residences with meters.  

B. Commercial. Each commercial business or building sewer rate will be based upon the water used, 
during the winter months, divided by the ESFU. In no case will the sewer rate for the business or 
building be less than one ESFU.  

C. Connection Fees. 

1. Existing residences and buildings will not be charged additional connection fees so long as the 
existing use is continued.  

2. New residences and small businesses will be charged one ESFU for connection fee and 
monthly service charge.  
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3. Changes in use of residential, business or buildings in the commercial zone will be verified 
annually. If water use increases more than twenty percent above the ESFU's authorized, the 
city shall charge additional connection fees.  

(Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.272 - Additional city requirements relating to sewerage.  

A. All licensed businesses must provide for employee/owner access to a toilet facility. 

B. Each existing licensed business not having on-site sewer facility will be charged an amount not less 
than one equivalent single family unit (ESFU).  

C. A building with a single sewerage connection with more than one licensed business will pay a 
monthly rate of not less than one ESFU, but not to exceed the commercial metered flow rate.  

D. Commercial buildings, offices or residence units vacant more than six months qualify for a standby 
rate of half the ESFU effective the date of application.  

E. Commercial multi-use complexes (such as office buildings, shopping centers), schools, hotel-
restaurants or similar enterprises may be considered for contracted rates.  

F. Any subsection in this section in conflict or that conflicts with other sections or subsections in this 
chapter contained shall, to the extent of such conflict, be deemed to be null and void.  

(Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.273 - Sewer revenue plan.  

A. The City of Sutter Creek ("city") has an overriding interest in planning and regulating development of 
wastewater collection and treatment of property within the city, and within neighboring areas. Implicit 
in any plan or regulation is the city's interest in maintaining and improving the quality of urban life 
and the character of the city. Without a viable wastewater treatment and disposal system the city will 
be in violation of federal and state "clean water" and other environmental laws and will deteriorate, 
with detrimental consequences to social, environmental, and economic values.  

B. The purpose of this section is to establish sewer user rates to reflect the cost of operating and 
maintaining the existing wastewater treatment and collection system, for the purchase of real 
property to utilize and develop as a wastewater disposal site.  

C. The city has previously entered into an agreement with the Claveran Group to purchase the real 
property to be acquired by the city for its wastewater disposal site. The agreement provides a 
timetable by which the costs and expenses of city will be reimbursed as a golf course and other uses 
are developed on property. In this event, it is anticipated that the sewer user fees will be reduced in 
the future.  

D. The ESFU for the determination of sewer rates within the city is thirty-nine dollars. 

E. The City Council of the City of Sutter Creek hereby finds that the cost to the Municipal Wastewater 
Treatment System of new user, and hence the connection fee shall be set at four thousand five 
hundred dollars.  

F. The city council directs its administrative staff to conduct the statutorily required biennial (every two 
years) sewer revenue program review to be conducted annually until it decrees by ordinance 
resolution to revert to biennial reviews.  

(Ord. 292, § 1, 2002) 
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Editor's note— Ord. 292 §§1—6, adopted June 17, 2002, added provisions that were not 

specifically amendatory. At the direction of the city, said provisions were included as 

§14.04.273.  

14.04.275 - Appeal.  

Any person aggrieved by any decision of city staff with respect to this title may appeal to the city 
council by filing a notice of appeal with the clerk of the council. The council shall thereupon fix a time and 
place for hearing such appeal. The clerk of the council shall give notices to such person of the time and 
place by serving it personally or by depositing it in the United States Post Office at Sutter Creek, 
California, postage prepaid, addressed to such a person at his last known address. The city council shall 
have the authority to determine all questions raised in such appeal. No determination shall conflict with 
any subsequent provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.280 - Enforcement by superintendent.  

The superintendent of sewers shall be charged with the administration of the sewage system and the 
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. 184 §12, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

14.04.290 - Violation—Penalty.  

Any person, firm or corporation violating any terms of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof is punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment 
for a period of not more than six months, or by both fine and imprisonment.  

(Ord. 184 §15, 1975; Ord. 271 (part), 1993) 

Chapter 14.08 - GREASE, OIL AND SAND INTERCEPTORS  

Sections:  

 

14.08.010 - Interceptors required.  

A. Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the city engineer, 
sanitation engineer, sanitation engineer and/or public works superintendent, they are necessary for 
the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, or by flammable 
wastes, sand, and other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors shall not be required for 
buildings used for residential purposes. All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by 
the city engineer, sanitation engineer, sanitation engineer and/or public works superintendent, and 
shall be so located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.  

B. Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be of a type and constructed in accordance with the 
specifications approved by the city engineer, sanitation engineer, sanitation engineer and/or public 
works superintendent, and shall be made of impervious materials capable of withstanding abrupt and 
extreme changes in temperature. They shall be of substantial construction, watertight and equipped 
with easily removable covers which, when bolted in place, shall be gastight and watertight.  
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C. Restaurants shall include, but not be limited to, retail establishments selling prepared foods and 
drinks for consumption on the premises, and also lunch counters and refreshment stands selling 
prepared foods and drinks for immediate consumption. Restaurants, lunch counters, and drinking 
places operated as a subordinate service facility by other establishments shall also be included.  

D. Any person who operates, owns, or maintains a restaurant shall cause all restaurant wastes from 
floor drains, floor sinks, waste containers, wash racks, dishwashers, and garbage grinders to be 
directed through an interceptor, and shall keep all domestic wastewaters from restrooms, showers, 
drinking fountains, and condensate (i.e., ice melt, air conditioning) separate from the restaurant 
wastewater until the restaurant wastewaters have passed through all necessary pretreatment 
equipment devices, or monitoring stations. Sizing of grease interceptors shall be determined as 
described in the Uniform Plumbing Code, Appendix H, as adopted by the city.  

(Ord. 241 §1, 1989; Ord. 288 §2, 2000) 

14.08.020 - Maintenance of interceptors.  

A. All grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be maintained by the owner thereof, at said owner's 
expense, in continuously efficient operation at all times.  

B. Each user shall regularly inspect, clean, and repair interceptors owned by the user. Such inspection, 
cleaning, and repairing will be conducted at least annually. Records of inspections, cleaning and 
repairs, and the costs associated with these actions shall be kept for three years and be made 
available for inspection by city personnel upon request. The debris from interceptors shall be 
disposed of through a licensed waste hauler. Waste disposal records, including receipts, shall be 
kept for three years and be made available for inspection by city personnel upon request.  

C. If in the opinion of the city engineer, sanitation engineer, sanitation engineer and/or public works 
superintendent more frequent maintenance is necessary, then the user will comply with more 
frequently scheduled maintenance as determined by the city engineer, sanitation engineer, sanitation 
engineer and/or public works superintendent.  

(Ord. 241 §2, 1989; Ord. 288 §3, 2000) 

14.08.030 - Preliminary treatment of wastes.  

A. The admission into the public sewers of any waters or wastes having: 

1. A five-day biochemical oxygen demand greater than three hundred milligrams per liter (mg/l); or  

2. Containing more than three hundred fifty mg/l of suspended solids; or 

3. Having an average daily flow greater than two percent of the average daily sewage flow of the 
service area, shall be subject to the review and approval of the city engineer, sanitation 
engineer and/or public works superintendent. Where necessary in the opinion of the city 
engineer, sanitation engineer and/or public works superintendent, the owner shall provide, at his 
expense, such preliminary treatment as may be necessary to:  

a. Reduce the biochemical oxygen demand to three hundred mg/l and the suspended solids 
to three hundred mg/l,  

b. Reduce objectionable characteristics or constituents to within the maximum limits allowed, 
or  

c. Control the quantities and rates of discharge of such waters or wastes. 

B. Plans, specifications, and other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary treatment 
facilities shall be submitted to the city for the approval of the city engineer, sanitation engineer and/or 
public works superintendent, the Regional Water Quality Control Board of the State of California, and 
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such other agencies as the city may from time to time direct, and no construction of such facilities 
shall be commenced until said approvals are obtained in writing.  

(Ord. 241 §3, 1989; Ord. 288 §7, 2000) 

14.08.040 - Maintenance of pretreatment facilities.  

Where preliminary treatment facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be 
maintained, at owner's expense, satisfactory and effective operation at all times. The use of emulsifiers, 
bacterial additives, or other chemical agents to dissolve grease is specifically prohibited.  

(Ord. 241 §4, 1989; Ord. 288 §4, 2000) 

14.08.050 - Enforcement and administration.  

The city manager or his assignee shall be charged with the administration and enforcement of the 
provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. 241 §5, 1989; Ord. 288 §5, 2000; Ord. 331 §1, 2009) 

14.08.060 - Violations.  

The property owner shall be held solely responsible for all costs that the city may incur during the 
investigation, correction and/or prosecution of any and all violations to this chapter. Any and all such 
costs shall be reviewed by the city council and, if found appropriate, the city council may institute 
collection procedures in accordance with this Code or state law.  

(Ord. 241 §6, 1989; Ord. 288 §6, 2000; Ord. 331 §2, 2009) 

14.08.070 - Authority of city.  

The charges, fees, levees and assessed monetary levees pursuant to City Code or state law shall be 
collected by the city manager or his designee. The city manager shall make and enforce the regulations 
as necessary to ensure the public health, safety, and welfare. The city manager shall also ensure the 
economical and efficient management and protection of the city's sanitary sewer system and such 
regulating, collection, rebating and refunding of such charge and fees, levees and assessments as 
deemed appropriate by the city council.  

In the event of a violation of any of the laws of the State of California, Amador County or the 
ordinances of the city or rules and regulations so established referring to the discharge of wastewater, the 
city manager or his designee shall notify the person or persons causing, allowing, or committing such 
violation and upon the failure of such person or persons to cease or prevent further violation within five 
days after the receipt of such notice, the city shall, after giving ten days notice as outlined in section 
14.08.120, notice and hearing prior to discontinuance other than a discontinuance of service for 
nonpayment have authority to disconnect the property from the sanitary sewer system.  

(Ord. 331 §3, 2009) 

14.08.080 - Public nuisance.  

Continued habitation of any building or continued operation of any commercial or industrial facility in 
violation of the provisions of the City Code or any other ordinance, rule or regulation of the city or state is 
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hereby declared to be a public nuisance. The city manager may cause proceedings to be brought for the 
abatement of the occupancy of the building or industrial facility during the period of such violation.  

(Ord. 331 §4, 2009) 

14.08.090 - Public nuisance, abatement.  

During any period of disconnection, habitation of such disconnected premises by human beings shall 
constitute a public nuisance, whereupon the city attorney may cause or petition legal proceeding to be 
brought for the abatement of the occupancy of said premises by human beings during the period of such 
disconnection. In such events, and as a condition of re-connection, the applicant for re-connection shall 
pay to the city all costs incurred by the city associated with the disconnection and the legal proceedings. 
Such costs shall include but not be limited to reasonable attorney fees and the costs of suit(s) arising out 
of any such action.  

(Ord. 331 §5, 2009) 

14.08.100 - Discontinuance of service.  

Service may be discontinued for any one of the following reasons:  

A. Delinquency in the payment of any bill, except that service shall not be discontinued for nonpayment 
in any of the following situations:  

1. During the pendency of any investigation by the city of a customer dispute or complaint. 

2. When a customer has been granted an extension of the period for payment of a bill. 

3. On the certification of a licensed physician or surgeon that to do so will be life threatening to the 
customer.  

4. If the customer is financially unable to pay for service within the normal payment period, yet is 
willing to enter into an amortization agreement with the city and requests permission to 
amortize, over a period not to exceed 12 months, the unpaid balance of any bill asserted to be 
beyond the means of the customer to pay within the normal payment period.  

B. Any violation by the customer of any rules and regulations of the city governing sewer service.  

C. Unsafe Apparatus or Damaging Conditions. If an unsafe or hazardous condition is found to exist on 
the customer's premises, or if the customer's use of sewer service is found to be detrimental or 
damaging to the city or its other customers, the city may discontinue sewer service without notice, 
provided that the city shall notify the customer immediately of the reasons for the discontinuance and 
the corrective actions to be taken by the customer before service can be restored. If the city 
determines that the need for the discontinuance stems from the customer's failure to adequately 
maintain the customer's building lateral or the customer's improper use of the building lateral or is 
otherwise caused by the customer's actions/inactions, then the customer will be liable for the city's 
cost of discontinuance and re-connection, if any, as well as any corrective actions required by the 
city. In such event after reasonable notice to the property owner the city manager is authorized to 
have any required repairs made to correct the violation and enforce a lien on the subject real 
property to recover all city costs related to such repairs.  

(Ord. 331 §6, 2009) 

14.08.110 - Notice and hearing prior to discontinuance of service for nonpayment.  
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At least ten days before any proposed discontinuance of service for nonpayment of a delinquent 
account, the city shall mail a notice, postage prepaid to the customer to whom the service is billed of the 
proposed discontinuance. Such notice shall be given not earlier than nineteen days from the date of 
mailing the city's bill for such service and the ten-day period shall not commence until five days after the 
mailing of the notice. In addition to the ten-day notice provided for in the preceding sentence, the city shall 
make a reasonable, good faith effort to contact an adult person residing at the premises of the customer 
by telephone or in person at least forty-eight hours prior to any discontinuance of such service.  

Every notice of discontinuance of service required by this section, shall include all of the following 
information:  

The name and address of the customer whose account is delinquent.  

The amount of delinquency.  

The date by which payment or arrangements for payment is required in order to avoid 
discontinuance.  

The procedure by which the customer may initiate a complaint or request an investigation concerning 
service or charges, unless the city's bill for services contains a description of that procedure.  

The procedure by which the customer may request amortization of the unpaid charges.  

The procedure for the customer to obtain information on the availability of financial assistance 
including private, local, state or federal sources, if applicable.  

The telephone number and name of a representative of the city who can provide additional 
information or institute arrangements for payment.  

(Ord. 331 §7, 2009) 

14.08.120 - Notice and hearing prior to discontinuance other than a discontinuance of service for 

nonpayment.  

In order to affect its powers, the city may enter upon private property for the purpose of inspection 
and maintenance of sanitary and waste disposal facilities and may terminate service to property in which 
a violation of any rule or regulation is found to exist.  

Prior to termination of service, however, the city manager shall notify, in writing, the owner and 
tenant, if any, of such property that service is intended to be so terminated and conduct a hearing thereon 
as herein provided. Such notice shall be mailed to the owner at the address shown on the records of the 
assessor of the county or as known to the clerk, and a copy shall be delivered to the tenant or posted 
conspicuously on the property. The notice shall state the date of proposed termination of service and the 
reasons therefore and the date the city council shall hold a public hearing upon such intended 
termination. Such hearing shall not be held less than ten days subsequent to the giving of notice as 
herein required.  

(Ord. 331 §8, 2009) 

14.08.130 - Discontinuance of service on weekends, holidays or after hours.  

No sewer service shall be discontinued to any customer or user because of any delinquency in 
payment on any Saturday, Sunday, legal holiday, or at any time during which the business offices of the 
city are not open to the public.  
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(Ord. 331 §9, 2009) 

14.08.140 - Amortization of delinquent bill for service.  

Every complaint or request for investigation by a customer that is made within five days of receiving 
the disputed bill, and every request by a customer that is made within thirteen days of the mailing of the 
notice required by discontinuance of service for an extension of the payment period of a bill asserted to 
be beyond the means of the customer to pay in full during the normal period of payment shall be reviewed 
by the city manager. The review shall include consideration of whether the customer shall be permitted to 
amortize the unpaid balance of the account over a reasonable period of time, not to exceed twelve 
months. Any customer whose complaint or request for an investigation has resulted in an adverse 
determination by the city manager, may appeal the determination to the city council.  

(Ord. 331 §10, 2009) 

14.08.150 - Authority to settle controversies relating to discontinuance and to permit amortization of 

delinquent bills.  

The city manager, is hereby authorized to investigate complaints and review disputes pertaining to 
any matters for which service may be discontinued and to rectify errors and settle controversies pertaining 
to such matters. The city manager, is also authorized, upon a proper showing by a customer of the 
customer's inability to pay a delinquent bill during the normal period, to grant permission to amortize the 
unpaid balance over a reasonable period of time, not to exceed twelve months. At the discretion of the 
city council, controversies may be brought to the city council for settlement prior to the discontinuance of 
any such service.  

(Ord. 331 §11, 2009) 

14.08.160 - Notice required prior to discontinuance of service for failure to comply with amortization 

agreement.  

If an amortizing agreement is authorized, no discontinuance of service shall be affected for any 
customer complying with such agreement, if the customer also keeps the account current as charges 
accrue in each subsequent billing period. If a customer fails to comply with an amortization agreement, 
the city shall not discontinue the service without giving notice to the customer at least forty-eight hours 
prior to discontinuance of the conditions the customer is required to meet to avoid discontinuance, but the 
notice does not entitle the customer to further investigation by the city.  

(Ord. 331 §12, 2009) 

14.08.170 - Enforcement of provisions.  

The provisions of the Code, and a violation of failure to comply with any provision of the City Code, 
may be enforced, prosecuted and/or corrected as set forth in Chapter 1.16 of the City Code.  

(Ord. 331 §13, 2009) 

14.08.180 - Means of enforcement only.  

The city council hereby declares that the foregoing procedures are established as a means of 
enforcement of the terms and conditions of its ordinances, rules and regulations, and not as a penalty.  
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(Ord. 331 §14, 2009) 

14.08.190 - Cumulative remedies.  

All remedies set forth herein for the collection and enforcement of charges, rates, and penalties are 
cumulative and may be pursued alternatively or consecutively.  

(Ord. 331 §15, 2009) 

14.08.200 - Appeals procedure.  

Any person aggrieved by a ruling under or interpretation of the provisions of this chapter may submit 
a written appeal to the city manager within thirty days of the date that the applicant is advised of any 
action. The appeal shall set forth the events and circumstances leading to the appeal, the nature of the 
ruling or interpretation from which relief is sought, the nature of the impact of the ruling on appellants' 
property or business, together with any other reason for the appeal.  

Should the aggrieved person not be satisfied with the determination of the city manager, he/she shall 
ask to appeal the decision of the city manager to the city council within thirty days of the date that the city 
manager's determination is made. The city manager shall then submit such appeal together with his/her 
recommendations to the city council which shall forthwith study the matter, hear testimony and reasons 
for such appeal, and prepare a written decision summarizing the findings and ruling of the council which 
shall be sent to the appellant within thirty days.  

After a decision is reached by the city council which results in the granting, denying, or revocation of 
a permit, the appellant must bring any legal action against the city within the time limits set forth in 
Section 1094.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure which provisions are applicable to the city.  

(Ord. 331 §16, 2009) 

14.08.210 - Re-connection to the city's sanitary sewer system.  

After disconnection of sanitary sewer service to any premises for any cause, the re-connection of 
such premises shall be subject to all provisions of the City Code and/or ordinance applicable thereto.  

(Ord. 331 §17, 2009) 

Chapter 14.10 - WATER EFFICIENCY  

Sections:  

 

14.10.010 - Model water efficient landscape ordinance—Adopted by reference.  

The State of California's Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, dated September 10, 2009, 
was adopted by reference as if fully set out at length herein by the city council on February 2, 2010. Said 
ordinance is on file and available for inspection in the city offices.  

(Ord. 335, 2010) 
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Editor's note— Ord. 335, adopted Feb. 2, 2010, added provisions that were not specifically 

amendatory. At the editor's discretion, said provisions were included as §14.10.010.  

Cross reference— Trees and landscaping, §13.24.010 et seq.  




